
California Watchable Wildlife – Nominate a Viewing Site 
 
Introduction 
 
The California Watchable Wildlife Project is soliciting nominations for wildlife 
viewing sites to be included in our statewide network. Our goal is to address the 
growing interest in wildlife viewing and nature tourism by educating the public 
about where and how to view native wildlife and habitats in a respectful and 
sustainable way while building support for the long-term conservation and 
management of California’s natural resources.  

Viewing sites are evaluated by the Steering Committee for their wildlife viewing 
values, quality and diversity of habitats and visitor amenities to ensure that the 
state’s wildlife values are protected from overuse and that each site offers the 
highest quality viewing experience to visitors. 

All viewing sites must be nominated by the site manager or designated staff 
member. Often an interpretive specialist is the best person to complete the 
nomination form.  

Once a site has been approved for inclusion in the California Watchable Wildlife 
Viewing Network, the selected sites will be promoted on the website 
(cawatchablewildlife.org), through the posting of directional road signs (premier 
and regional sites), and included in all marketing efforts. The California Watchable 
Wildlife project is endorsed by the partnering agencies listed to the left and is 
part of a national effort coordinated by the non-profit organization Watchable 
Wildlife, Inc. (watchablewildlife.org).  

Instructions for the Site Manager/Interpretive Specialist 
 

1. Please go to CAWatchableWildlife.org and use the “Login” button in left 
column to create a user name and password and request “site manager” 
status. Complete the contact information.  

2. Once you are logged on, click on “Site Nomination and Edit Process” from 
the drop-down menu.  

3. Follow the instructions for each section of the nomination form. If yours is an 
existing site, it is critical that you carefully evaluate the accuracy of the existing 
write-up and add any additional information that will help the committee 
determine if the site merits retention in the California Watchable Wildlife 
viewing network.  

4. Please fill out the online forms as completely as possible. If you do not know 
the answer, please try to contact someone who does know. Please share your 
observations about what makes the site special, especially in the Background 
and Experience sections.  For example, you may note that this is also one of 
the most spectacular places to see seabirds against a crimson sunset, or that 
the area’s remote marshes offer a respite for migratory waterfowl and a dose 
of tranquility for visitors. 
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5. Indicate all the most commonly viewed and “reliably rare” species by using the check list. Include 
season for viewing, and habitat/place. The website is designed for all levels of wildlife viewers, many of 
whom will need help in finding these species during their visits. Note that the website is searchable by 
species, so please help potential visitors find you by having a comprehensive species list.  

6. If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact your agency’s liaison on the California 
Watchable Wildlife Committee listed at the end of this message or email us at 
info@cawatchablewildlife.org.    

Next Steps: Once you complete the nomination/update form, please us at info@cawatchablewildlife.org. 
The Steering Committee will review the nomination and advise if approved or if more information is 
needed. 
 
THANK YOU! 
 
CA Watchable Wildlife Steering Committee 
 

Chair:  
Scott Springer 
Bureau of Reclamation 
Regional Outdoor Recreation Planner 
USBR Mid-Pacific Region 
2800 Cottage Way 
Sacramento, CA  95825 
Ph:  916-978-5206   
Email: sspringer@usbr.gov  
 
Vice Chair: 
Amy L. Fesnock 
Threatened and Endangered Species Lead 
California State Office, BLM 
2800 Cottage Way, Suite W-1834 
Sacramento, CA 95825 
916.978.4646 
amy_fesnock@blm.gov 
 
Jonathan Friedman, Chair Emeritus 
Senior District Natural Resources Specialist 
USACE - Sacramento District 
1325 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95814-2922 
Ph:  916-557-5281 Fax:  916-557-6877 
BlackBerry:  916-712-8664 
Jonathan.R.Friedman@usace.army.mil 
 
 
 
 
 

Outreach Coordinator: 
Karen Killebrew 
Nature Media 
P.O. Box 147 
Applegate CA  95703-0147 
Ph:  530-878-1330 
Fax:  530-323-5400 
karen@NatureMedia.net 
 

Melissa Vignau 
Bureau of Reclamation-Lake Berryessa 
Acting Park Manager 
5520 Knoxville Road 
Napa, CA  94558 
Ph:  707-966-2111, ext. 105 Berryessa office 
916-978-5557 Sacramento office 
mvignau@usbr.gov  
 

Brian Gilmore 
California Department of Fish & Game 
Ph: 916-358-2353 
Bgilmore71@sbcglobal.net 
 
Janet Didion 
California Department of Parks & Recreation 
Environmental Scientist, Natural Resources 
Division 
Mailing address: 
P.O. Box 942896 
Sacramento, CA  94296-0001 
Ph:  916-653-6340     
jdidi@parks.ca.gov  



Amber Veselka 
Nature Conservancy of California 
Outreach & Volunteer Coordinator,  
Cosumnes River Preserve/Sacramento County 
Regional Parks 
Cosumnes River Preserve Visitor Center 
13501 Franklin Blvd. 
Galt, CA  95632 
Ph:  916-683-1700 
Fax:  916-683-1702 
AVveselka@sacparks.org  
  
Ray Murray 
National Park Service 
Partnerships Program Chief, 
Pacific West Region 
1111 Jackson St. Suite 700 
Oakland, CA  94607 
Ph:  510-817-1439 
Fax:  510-817-1505 
Ray_Murray@nps.gov 
 
Denise Dachner  
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Sacramento National Wildlife Refuge Complex 
752 County Rd 99W 
Willows, CA  95988    
Ph:  530-934-2801 
denise_dachner@fws.gov 
 

Arthur Shine  
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
Visitor Services and Communications  
R8  California and Nevada  
2800 Cottage Way  W-1832 
Sacramento, CA  95825  
Ph:  916-978-5606 
Arthur_Shine@fws.gov   

 
 

Carmen Minch  
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
Outdoor Recreation Planner  
Don Edwards San Francisco Bay NWR  
#1 Marshlands Road  
Fremont, CA  94536 
Ph:  510-792-0222, ext. 38 
Carmen_Leong-Minch@fws.gov, 
 

Patricia Roberson 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Refuge Operations Office 
2800 Cottage Way, W-1832 
Sacramento, CA  95825 
Ph:  916-414-6546 
Patricia_Roberson@fws.gov  
 

DC Carr 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Visitor Services and Communications 
Pacific SW Region 
Sacramento, CA 
Derek_Carr@fws.gov 
Ph: 916-414-6681 
 
Sam Cuenca 
US Forest Service/Pacific Southwest Region  
District Wildlife Biologist 
Region 5 Naturewatch Coordinator 
Scott Salmon River Ranger District 
11263 North Hwy 3 
Fort Jones, CA  96032 
Ph:  530-468-1207 
SCuenca@fs.fed.us  
http://www.fs.fed.us/outdoors/naturewatch/ 

 

 
 
 
 


